Anthem Country Club Henderson Golf Course
Strategy Guide

Expert Playing Strategies and Local Course Management

Executive Summary

Success at Anthem Country Club requires strategic course management, understanding of
desert conditions, and appreciation for elevation changes unique to Henderson golf. This
comprehensive strategy guide provides hole-specific tactics, seasonal considerations, and local
knowledge for optimal course performance.

Overall Course Strategy Philosophy

Desert Golf Course Management

Strategic Fundamentals:

Accuracy Over Distance: Precision shots rewarded more than long drives
e Course Management: Conservative approach often yields better scores
¢ Risk Assessment: Evaluate each risk-reward opportunity carefully

e Desert Awareness: Understand penalty areas and recovery limitations

o Elevation Compensation: Account for elevation changes in every shot

¢ Wind Management: Late afternoon winds significantly affect play

Mental Approach:

e Patience Strategy: Allow course to come to you rather than forcing shots

e Target Selection: Pick specific targets rather than general areas

¢ Mistake Minimization: Avoid big numbers by playing within abilities

¢ Recovery Planning: Always have recovery plan before attempting risky shots

e Confidence Building: Start conservatively and build confidence throughout round

e Course Familiarity: Learn course nuances through repeated play



Hole-by-Hole Strategic Analysis

Front Nine Strategic Breakdown

Hole #1 Strategy - Par 4, 425 Yards

Tee Shot Strategy: Center-right fairway for optimal approach angle

Club Selection: Driver or 3-wood based on comfort level

Approach Strategy: Middle of green, avoid challenging pin positions early
Wind Considerations: Usually calm in morning, account for afternoon winds
Risk Management: Start round with confidence-building par or better

Local Knowledge: First tee nerves common, focus on smooth tempo

Hole #2 Strategy - Par 5, 578 Yards

Tee Shot Strategy: Favor right side for better second shot angle

Second Shot Options: Go for green if confident, lay up to 100 yards if not
Layup Strategy: Comfortable wedge distance for birdie opportunity
Green Approach: High, soft approach required for elevated green

Risk Assessment: Water hazard makes aggressive play risky

Scoring Strategy: Birdie opportunity with conservative approach

Hole #8 Strategy - Par 3, 185 Yards (SIGNATURE HOLE)

Club Selection: Take 2-3 clubs LESS due to 150-foot elevation drop
Target Selection: Center of green, avoid temptation to attack pins
Wind Impact: Crosswinds can significantly affect ball flight

Visual Deception: Green appears smaller than actual size from tee
Miss Strategy: Long is better than short into desert areas

Photo Opportunity: Take time to appreciate spectacular views

Hole #9 Strategy - Par 5, 545 Yards

Tee Shot Strategy: Position for ideal second shot layup

Strategic Layup: 100-120 yards for comfortable wedge approach
Green Approach: Large green allows for aggressive pin seeking
Wind Factor: Often plays into wind, take extra club

Scoring Mindset: Excellent birdie opportunity to finish front nine

Turn Strategy: Good score here builds momentum for back nine



Back Nine Strategic Analysis

Hole #14 Strategy - Par 4, 440 Yards (RISK-REWARD HOLE)

e Conservative Strategy: Aim left of fairway bunkers for safe angle
e Aggressive Strategy: Cut corner over desert for shorter approach
¢ Decision Factors: Consider lie, wind, and personal confidence level
¢ Approach Strategy: Green has false front, need to carry pin
¢ Risk-Reward Analysis: Potential eagle versus potential double bogey
e Match Play Strategy: Adjust strategy based on match situation
Hole #18 Strategy - Par 5, 580 Yards (FINISHING HOLE)

o Tee Shot Strategy: Big drive sets up potential eagle opportunity
¢ Second Shot Decision: Go for green if within comfort range

e Layup Strategy: Short of water hazard for safe birdie attempt

e Crowd Factor: Gallery pressure can affect decision making

e Match Situation: Adjust strategy based on tournament position

¢ Finishing Strong: Great hole to finish round with excitement

Seasonal Strategy Adjustments

Winter Playing Strategy (December-February)

Course Conditions:

e Ball Flight: Reduced distance due to cooler air temperature

e Green Speed: Slower greens requiring more aggressive putting

e Course Setup: Plays longer with cooler conditions

e Layering Strategy: Start with layers, remove as temperature rises
¢ Tee Time Selection: Mid-day times provide optimal temperature

Strategic Adjustments:

e Club Selection: Take one extra club for approaches

e Putting Strategy: Hit putts more firmly on slower greens

e Course Management: Accept longer approaches due to reduced distance
e Warm-Up Routine: Extended warm-up essential in cooler weather

¢ Equipment Preparation: Ensure grips remain tacky in cool conditions



Summer Playing Strategy (June-August)

Extreme Heat Management:

Tee Time Strategy: Dawn patrol (6 AM) or twilight (after 4 PM) only
Hydration Protocol: Drink water continuously, not just when thirsty
Pace Strategy: Move quickly between shots, seek shade when possible
Equipment Considerations: Towels for grip management in heat

Safety First: Stop play if experiencing heat-related symptoms

Performance Adjustments:

Ball Flight: Increased distance due to hot, thin air

Club Selection: May need less club due to increased distance
Mental Focus: Heat affects concentration, stay mentally sharp
Physical Management: Conserve energy for crucial shots

Recovery Strategy: Focus on staying in play to minimize walking

Spring/Fall Optimal Strategy (March-May, September-November)

Peak Performance Conditions:

Ideal Temperatures: Perfect conditions for optimal performance
Green Speeds: Championship speeds requiring precise putting
Ball Flight: Normal distance expectations and club selection
Course Conditions: Pristine conditions rewarding precise play

Scoring Opportunities: Best conditions for low scoring rounds

Strategic Opportunities:

Aggressive Play: Conditions allow for more aggressive shot selection
Pin Hunting: Greens in perfect condition allow for pin seeking
Distance Control: Consistent conditions reward precise yardages
Tournament Preparation: |deal conditions for competitive preparation

Course Learning: Best time to learn course nuances and strategy

Wind Management Strategies



Prevailing Wind Patterns

Daily Wind Cycles:

Morning Calm: Early morning typically calm conditions

Afternoon Winds: Westerly winds develop after 2 PM

Wind Direction: Generally from west/southwest affecting holes 6-10
Seasonal Variations: Spring winds can be stronger and more variable

Elevation Effect: Higher elevation increases wind impact

Hole-Specific Wind Impact:

Holes 6-10: Most affected by afternoon westerly winds

Elevated Tees: Wind effect magnified on elevated shots

Cross Winds: Holes running east-west most affected by cross winds
Green Approach: Wind especially critical on approach shots to greens

Ball Flight: High shots more affected than low, penetrating shots

Wind Playing Strategies

Shot Selection Adjustments:

Club Selection: Take extra club when playing into wind

Ball Flight: Lower ball flight penetrates wind better

Target Adjustment: Aim into wind to account for drift

Swing Adjustments: Smooth, controlled swing in windy conditions

Risk Management: Avoid risky shots when wind affects outcome

Green Reading and Putting Strategy

Green Characteristics and Tendencies

General Green Features:

Slope Tendency: Most greens break toward valley (Strip direction)
Green Speed: Championship speeds during peak season

Grain Direction: Bermuda grass grain affects ball roll

Elevation Impact: Uphill/downhill putts affected by dramatic elevation

Desert Influence: Dry air affects ball roll characteristics

Reading Techniques:

Valley Break: Default break toward Las Vegas Strip when uncertain



Plumb Bob Method: Useful for determining subtle breaks

Speed Control: Desert greens require precise speed control

Morning vs. Evening: Green speeds can vary throughout day

Seasonal Adjustment: Winter greens typically slower than summer

Putting Strategy by Green Type

Elevated Greens (Holes 2, 7, 14):

e Approach Strategy: Must carry ball to green level

¢ Putt Reading: Breaks more subtle due to elevated position

e Speed Control: Uphill putts play slower, downhill faster

e Recovery Strategy: Chipping back uphill after short approaches
Large Greens (Holes 9, 16, 18):

Target Selection: Aim for correct section of green

Distance Control: Long putts require excellent speed control

Two-Putt Strategy: Get first putt close, don't risk three-putt

Pin Position: Adjust strategy based on daily pin placement

Small Greens (Holes 5, 8, 15):

¢ Precision Required: Must hit green in regulation for scoring
e Putting Strategy: Any putt on green is good opportunity
¢ Recovery Difficulty: Missing green requires excellent short game

e Conservative Approach: Take larger target area for approach shots

Short Game Strategy Around Greens

Chipping and Pitching Strategy

Desert Surrounds Management:

¢ Club Selection: Higher lofted clubs for desert escapes

e Shot Selection: Get ball back to safety first, score second

¢ Landing Area: Identify safe landing areas on green

e Bounce Utilization: Use club bounce to prevent digging

¢ Follow-Through: Complete follow-through even from desert lies

Bunker Play Strategy:

¢ Sand Conditions: White sand bunkers with consistent texture

¢ Club Selection: Sand wedge standard, lob wedge for short shots



Setup Adjustments: Open stance and clubface for standard shots
Swing Technique: Accelerate through sand for consistent contact

Distance Control: Practice various lengths for course management

Recovery Strategy from Desert Areas

Desert Recovery Fundamentals:

Safety First: Get ball back in play as primary objective

Lie Assessment: Evaluate lie quality before shot selection

Club Selection: Often require lofted clubs for desert escapes
Stance Considerations: May require uneven stance adjustments

Swing Modifications: Smooth, controlled swing for difficult lies

Advanced Desert Recovery:

Creative Shots: Develop various recovery shots for different lies

Risk Assessment: Evaluate when to attempt aggressive recovery

Course Management: Sometimes penalty stroke better than risky recovery
Mental Approach: Stay positive and focused on next shot

Learning Experience: Use recovery situations as learning opportunities

Equipment and Preparation Strategy

Optimal Equipment Selection

Club Selection for Desert Golf:

Driver: Accuracy more important than distance
Fairway Woods: Essential for long approach shots
Irons: Full set for various approach distances
Wedges: Multiple wedges for short game versatility

Putter: Consistent putter for green speed variations

Desert-Specific Equipment:

Extra Balls: Carry additional balls for desert course challenges
Ball Retriever: Useful for balls near but not in desert areas
Rangefinder: Critical for elevation change calculations

Sun Protection: Hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen essential

Hydration: Water bottles and electrolyte replacement



Pre-Round Preparation Strategy

Physical Preparation:

Warm-Up Routine: Extended warm-up for desert conditions
Stretching: Focus on shoulders and back for swing preparation
Hydration: Begin hydrating well before tee time

Nutrition: Light meal focusing on sustained energy

Equipment Check: Ensure all equipment ready for desert conditions

Mental Preparation:

Course Strategy: Review hole strategies and yardages
Weather Check: Understand wind and temperature conditions
Goal Setting: Establish realistic scoring goals for round
Confidence Building: Focus on strengths and past successes

Course Management Plan: Develop conservative course management approach

Post-Round Analysis Strategy

Performance Review:

Statistical Analysis: Track fairways, greens, putts for improvement areas
Strategic Assessment: Evaluate decision making and course management
Shot Execution: Identify technical areas needing practice

Mental Game: Review mental approach and confidence levels

Course Learning: Note course-specific knowledge gained

Improvement Planning:

Practice Priorities: Focus practice on identified weakness areas
Strategic Adjustments: Modify course strategy based on performance
Equipment Evaluation: Consider equipment changes if needed
Lesson Planning: Schedule instruction for technical improvements

Next Round Preparation: Apply lessons learned to future rounds

Contact RECN Anthem Country Club Golf Strategy Experts: (702) 213-5555 |
info@recngroup.com / https://recngroup.com
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