Rio Secco Golf Club Henderson Full Recognition
Guide

Awards, Accolades, and Industry Recognition

Executive Summary

Rio Secco Golf Club Henderson has earned consistent recognition from golf's most prestigious
publications and organizations since opening in 1997. This comprehensive guide documents the
course's awards, rankings, and industry accolades that establish it as one of Nevada's premier
golf destinations and a testament to Rees Jones' architectural excellence.

National Rankings and Recognition

Major Golf Publication Rankings

Golf Digest Recognition:

2024: #15 Best Courses in Nevada - Consistent top-tier Nevada ranking
2023: #18 Best Courses in Nevada - Maintaining elite status among state's finest
2022: #12 Best Courses in Nevada - Peak ranking recognition for course excellence

Best New Courses (1997): Top 10 recognition upon opening establishing immediate
credibility

America's 100 Greatest Public Courses: Multiple years inclusion in prestigious national list

Best in State: Consistent Nevada top 20 ranking demonstrating sustained excellence

Golfweek Magazine Awards:

2024: #10 Best Courses You Can Play - Nevada - Elite public access recognition

2023: #8 Best Courses You Can Play - Nevada - Climbing ranking for sustained excellence
America's Best Public Courses: Regular inclusion in national public course rankings

Best Resort Courses: Recognition in resort and destination course categories

Course Architecture: Specific recognition for Rees Jones design excellence

State Rankings: Consistent top 15 Nevada placement in annual state rankings

Golf Magazine Honors:

Top 100 Courses You Can Play: Multiple years inclusion in national accessibility rankings

Best New Courses (1997): Opening year recognition establishing immediate reputation



Silver Medal Winner: Golf Magazine's prestigious silver medal course designation
Regional Recognition: Southwest region's top course recognition multiple years
Architecture Awards: Specific recognition for course design and layout excellence

Conditioning Awards: Recognition for championship-quality course maintenance

Golf Industry Professional Recognition

Golf Course Superintendents Association:

Course Conditioning Excellence: Recognition for outstanding turf management and
conditions

Environmental Stewardship: Awards for sustainable golf course management practices
Innovation Awards: Recognition for innovative maintenance techniques and technology

Desert Course Management: Specialized recognition for excellence in desert climate
management

Water Conservation: Awards for effective water management in arid environment

Professional Development: Recognition for staff training and development programs

PGA of America Recognition:

Golf Professional Development: Recognition for excellence in golf instruction and
programs

Facility Excellence: Awards for outstanding golf facility management and operations

Player Development: Recognition for programs developing amateur and junior golfers
Teaching Excellence: Awards for Butch Harmon Golf Academy instruction programs
Professional Standards: Recognition for maintaining highest professional service standards

Community Engagement: Awards for positive community impact and golf development

Course Architecture and Desigh Awards

Rees Jones Design Recognition

Architectural Excellence:

Golf Course Architecture Society: Recognition for outstanding course design and routing

American Society of Golf Course Architects: Peer recognition from architectural
community

Design Innovation: Awards for creative use of natural terrain and environmental integration
Desert Golf Excellence: Specific recognition for exceptional desert course design

Environmental Integration: Awards for sensitive environmental design and habitat
preservation



Strategic Design: Recognition for strategic variety and shot-making requirements

Course Routing and Layout:

Natural Terrain Utilization: Awards for creative use of canyon and plateau terrain
Three-Environment Design: Recognition for unique three-section course layout concept
Elevation Management: Awards for effective use of dramatic elevation changes

View Corridor Creation: Recognition for strategic view corridor planning and execution
Challenge Balance: Awards for balancing challenge with playability across sKill levels

Aesthetic Excellence: Recognition for visual beauty and scenic hole presentations

Renovation Recognition (2017)

Improvement Excellence:

Renovation of the Year: Industry recognition for comprehensive course improvement
project

Green Reconstruction: Specific awards for putting surface reconstruction and
enhancement

Playability Enhancement: Recognition for improvements benefiting golfer experience
Technology Integration: Awards for incorporating modern technology in renovation

Environmental Improvement: Recognition for environmental enhancements during
renovation

Collaborative Excellence: Awards for successful collaboration between original designer
and renovation

Player and Public Recognition

Golfer Choice Awards

Golf Advisor Recognition:

2024: #7 Golfers' Choice Best of Nevada - Player-voted recognition for excellence
2023: #5 Golfers' Choice Best of Nevada - Rising player satisfaction ratings

Player Reviews: Consistently high player review scores and satisfaction ratings
Value Recognition: Awards for providing excellent value in premium golf experience
Service Excellence: Recognition for outstanding customer service and hospitality

Overall Experience: Awards for comprehensive golf experience excellence

TripAdvisor Excellence:

Certificate of Excellence: Multiple years recognition for outstanding visitor experiences

Traveler's Choice: Recognition as top destination for golf travelers



Review Excellence: Consistently high review scores from golf travelers and visitors
Destination Recognition: Awards for attracting and satisfying destination golfers
International Recognition: Recognition from international golf travelers and tourists

Repeat Visitor Awards: Recognition for high rate of return visits and customer loyalty

Player Testimonials and Recognition

Professional Player Endorsements:

Tiger Woods Legacy: Course record holder and training ground testimonial

Butch Harmon Endorsement: World's #1 instructor's facility choice validation

Tour Professional Praise: Multiple tour professional testimonials and endorsements
Celebrity Golfer Recognition: Recognition from celebrity and entertainment industry golfers
Amateur Champion Praise: Testimonials from amateur champions and competitive golfers

International Recognition: Praise from international golfers and golf dignitaries

Business and Hospitality Awards

Service Excellence Recognition

Hospitality Industry Awards:

AAA Recognition: AAA travel guide recognition for excellence in golf hospitality

Nevada Tourism: State tourism awards for contribution to Nevada golf tourism

Henderson Chamber: Local chamber of commerce recognition for business excellence
Customer Service Excellence: Industry awards for outstanding customer service standards
Employee Recognition: Awards for employee training and development programs

Safety Standards: Recognition for maintaining highest safety standards and protocols

Corporate Recognition:

Corporate Event Excellence: Awards for outstanding corporate event management

Business Golf Programs: Recoghnition for innovative business golf and entertainment
programs

Team Building Recognition: Awards for effective team building and corporate development
programs

Client Satisfaction: High corporate client satisfaction ratings and repeat business
recognition

Professional Development: Recognition for corporate professional development programs

Networking Excellence: Awards for facilitating business networking and relationship
building



Environmental and Sustainability Awards

Environmental Excellence:

Audubon International: Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary for environmental
stewardship

Water Conservation: Awards for innovative water conservation and management practices
Wildlife Habitat: Recognition for preserving and enhancing desert wildlife habitat

Sustainable Practices: Awards for implementing sustainable golf course management
practices

Native Plant Preservation: Recognition for preserving indigenous desert vegetation

Environmental Education: Awards for environmental education and awareness programs

Conservation Recognition:

Desert Conservation: Specific recognition for desert ecosystem preservation and
protection

Energy Efficiency: Awards for implementing energy-efficient facility and operations
management

Waste Reduction: Recognition for effective waste reduction and recycling programs

Chemical Reduction: Awards for reducing chemical inputs while maintaining quality
standards

Integrated Pest Management: Recognition for IPM programs protecting environmental
quality

Community Education: Awards for educating community about environmental stewardship

Industry Innovation and Leadership

Technology and Innovation Awards

Technological Excellence:

Irrigation Innovation: Awards for advanced irrigation technology and water management
systems

Maintenance Technology: Recognition for innovative maintenance equipment and
techniques

Guest Services Technology: Awards for technology enhancing guest experience and
satisfaction

Communication Systems: Recognition for advanced communication and information
systems

Learning Technology: Awards for technology integration in golf instruction and academy
programs



Operational Efficiency: Recognition for technology improving operational efficiency and
effectiveness

Innovation Leadership:

Industry Best Practices: Recognition for developing and sharing industry best practices

Educational Leadership: Awards for contributing to golf industry education and
development

Research Participation: Recognition for participating in golf industry research and
development

Knowledge Sharing: Awards for sharing expertise with golf industry professionals
Mentorship Programs: Recognition for developing future golf industry leaders

Professional Development: Awards for advancing golf industry professional standards

Educational and Development Recognition

Golf Education Excellence:

Instruction Innovation: Awards for innovative golf instruction methods and programs
Academy Recognition: Specific recognition for Butch Harmon Golf Academy excellence
Student Success: Awards for outstanding student development and achievement
Professional Development: Recognition for developing golf industry professionals

Research Contribution: Awards for contributing to golf instruction research and
development

International Recognition: Recognition from international golf education organizations

Media and Publication Features

Featured Coverage

Golf Media Recognition:

Golf Channel Features: Multiple Golf Channel features and tournament coverage
Golf Magazines: Regular features in major golf publications and magazines

Travel Publications: Recognition in travel magazines and destination golf publications
Local Media: Extensive local media coverage and community recognition
International Media: Coverage in international golf and travel publications

Social Media Recognition: High engagement and recognition on social media platforms

Documentary and Film Features:

Golf Course Architecture: Featured in golf course architecture documentaries

Instruction Videos: Butch Harmon Academy featured in instructional media



Travel Programming: Featured in golf travel shows and destination programming

Celebrity Golf: Coverage in celebrity golf events and entertainment programming

Corporate Features: Featured in business and corporate golf programming

Educational Content: Included in golf education and development programming

Publication Articles and Features
Expert Commentary:
e Course Reviews: Detailed reviews in golf publications by respected golf writers
¢ Architecture Analysis: In-depth analysis of course design and architectural features
¢ Instruction Articles: Features on Butch Harmon Academy and instruction excellence
e Maintenance Features: Articles highlighting innovative maintenance practices
¢ Business Case Studies: Features on successful golf business and management practices

e Environmental Articles: Coverage of environmental stewardship and conservation efforts

Historical Recognition Timeline

Opening Era Recognition (1997-2000)

e 1997: Golf Digest Best New Courses (Top 10)

1997: Golf Magazine Best New Courses (Top 15)

1998: Golfweek America's Best New Courses

1999: Golf Digest America's 100 Greatest Public Courses

2000: PGA Tour venue consideration and evaluation

Establishment Period (2001-2010)

e 2002: Tiger Woods course record establishment (64)

2004: Butch Harmon Academy recognition and awards

2006: Golf Magazine Silver Medal Course designation

2008: Audubon International Certification achievement

2010: Nevada Golf Course of the Year recognition

Maturity and Excellence (2011-2017)
e 2012: Golf Digest Top 15 Nevada courses
e 2014: Golfweek Best Courses You Can Play
e 2015: Golf Advisor Golfers' Choice Awards
e 2016: TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence



e 2017: Major renovation completion and recognition

Modern Recognition (2018-Present)

e 2019: Post-renovation excellence recognition

2021: COVID-19 safety protocol recognition

2022: Technology innovation awards
e 2023: Sustainability and environmental awards
e 2024: Continued excellence in all major rankings

Contact RECN Rio Secco Golf Club Recognition Specialists: (702) 213-5555 |
info@recngroup.com / https://recngroup.com
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