
Rio Secco Golf Club, recently rebranded as Serket Golf Club, represents one of Henderson

Nevada's premier championship golf experiences. Designed by renowned architect Rees Jones,

known as the "U.S. Open Doctor," this public-access course flows through three distinct desert

environments, offering 7,332 yards of challenging and scenic golf just minutes from the Las

Vegas Strip.

Architectural Excellence:

Three Distinct Course Sections:

Rio Secco Golf Club Henderson Course Details
Guide

Comprehensive Course Overview and Architectural Analysis

Executive Summary

Course Design Philosophy and Architecture

Rees Jones Masterpiece Design

Designer Legacy: Created by Rees Jones, "The U.S. Open Doctor" renowned for major

championship course preparation

Opening Year: 1997 with $2M+ renovation completed in 2017

Design Philosophy: Three distinct nine-hole environments showcasing different desert

terrains

Terrain Integration: Natural desert landscape preserved and incorporated into course

design

Elevation Changes: Over 400 feet of elevation variation creating dramatic playing

experiences

Environmental Harmony: Course routed to minimize environmental impact while

maximizing scenic beauty

Canyon Holes (1-6): Carved through "Rio Secco" (Portuguese for "Dry River") featuring

natural canyon terrain

Plateau Holes (7-12): Elevated desert holes with commanding Las Vegas Strip and valley

views

Desert Wash Holes (13-18): Winding through rocky desert ridges with dramatic finishing

holes



Major Improvements:

Course Measurements:

Hole Distribution:

2017 Course Renovation Excellence

Investment: $2M+ comprehensive renovation overseen by original designer Rees Jones

Green Reconstruction: All 18 putting surfaces completely rebuilt with modern construction

methods

Enhanced Playability: Additional forward tee complexes and widened fairway corridors

Bunker Redesign: Strategic bunker elimination and reconstruction for improved aesthetics

and playability

Practice Facility Expansion: Modernized and expanded practice areas with enhanced

teaching facilities

Infrastructure Upgrades: Cart paths, drainage systems, and irrigation technology

improvements

Course Statistics and Specifications

Comprehensive Course Data

Total Yardage: 7,332 yards from championship tees

Par: 72 (36 out, 36 in)

Course Rating: 75.0 from championship tees

Slope Rating: 142 indicating championship-level difficulty

Tee Options: Five tee complexes ranging from 5,778 to 7,332 yards

Elevation: Varies from 2,100 to 2,500 feet above sea level

Par-3 Holes: 4 holes ranging from 150-220 yards

Par-4 Holes: 10 holes with strategic variety and multiple playing options

Par-5 Holes: 4 long holes totaling over 2,300 yards

Water Features: Strategic water hazards and natural desert wash areas

Bunkers: 75+ strategically placed sand bunkers throughout the course

Native Areas: Preserved desert vegetation serving as natural hazards



Championship Course Conditions:

Architectural Features:

Design Excellence:

Unique Character:

Playing Conditions and Maintenance

Grass Types: Bermuda grass fairways and rough, TifEagle Bermuda greens

Seasonal Overseeding: Ryegrass overseed for optimal winter playing conditions

Irrigation System: State-of-the-art irrigation ensuring consistent playing conditions

Maintenance Schedule: Daily course maintenance maintaining championship standards

Playing Season: Year-round play with optimal conditions October through May

Weather Advantages: Desert climate providing 340+ days of playable weather

Signature Holes and Architectural Highlights

Hole #7 - Par 4, 365 Yards (Most Photographed Hole)

Setting: Plateau hole with dramatic mountain and valley views

Design Challenge: Relatively short par-4 requiring precision over power

Strategic Elements: Bunkers guarding both sides of fairway and green complex

Green Complex: Back-to-front sloping green requiring precise approach shot placement

Scenic Beauty: Considered one of the most photographed holes in Nevada

Playing Strategy: Right side of fairway provides optimal approach angle to pin

Hole #12 - Par 5, 589 Yards (Strip View Spectacular)

Views: Commanding Las Vegas Strip views in the distance

Risk-Reward: Reachable par-5 for long hitters with strategic second shot options

Tiger's Legacy: Part of the holes where Tiger Woods shot his course record 64

Strategic Options: Multiple playing strategies based on skill level and conditions

Green Approach: Large green complex allowing for various approach shot angles

Tournament Quality: Designed to challenge professional-level golfers

Hole #16 - Par 4, 398 Yards (Harmon's Hole)

Celebrity Connection: Plays beneath Butch Harmon's residence overlooking the course

Elevation Challenge: Demanding uphill approach to elevated green complex

Strategic Complexity: Multiple bunkers and slopes creating challenging approach shots



Finishing Excellence:

Holes 1-6 Course Character:

Holes 7-12 Course Character:

Local Legend: Known for occasional appearances by Butch Harmon watching play

Scoring Difficulty: Consistently ranks among the most challenging holes on course

Design Integrity: Exemplifies Rees Jones' risk-reward design philosophy

Hole #18 - Par 5, 634 Yards (Grand Finale)

Length: Longest hole on the course at 634 yards from championship tees

Views: Spectacular panoramic views of Las Vegas Strip and surrounding mountains

Strategic Design: Three-shot hole for most players with optional aggressive second shot

Green Complex: Large putting surface with multiple pin placement options

Tournament Finish: Designed to create dramatic tournament finishes

Photo Opportunity: Premier location for post-round photography and celebration

Course Layout and Hole Analysis

Front Nine Analysis (Canyon Section)

Terrain: Natural canyon terrain carved by ancient water flow

Playing Conditions: More protected from wind with unique elevation changes

Strategic Challenges: Narrow playing corridors requiring accuracy over distance

Scenic Beauty: Intimate canyon setting with natural rock formations

Difficulty Progression: Gradual difficulty increase preparing players for back nine

Signature Features: Natural desert vegetation and rock outcroppings

Middle Six Analysis (Plateau Section)

Elevation: Highest elevation holes on the course with panoramic views

Wind Exposure: More exposed to wind conditions affecting club selection

View Corridors: Las Vegas Strip and valley views from multiple holes

Playing Strategy: Longer holes taking advantage of elevation and views

Risk-Reward Opportunities: Multiple holes offering aggressive playing options

Tournament Quality: Holes designed to separate skilled players from field



Holes 13-18 Course Character:

Practice Range Features:

Specialized Practice Facilities:

World-Class Instruction Facility:

Final Six Analysis (Desert Wash Section)

Natural Features: Desert wash areas and rocky terrain creating unique challenges

Strategic Variety: Mix of hole lengths and playing strategies

Finishing Strength: Strong finishing holes creating memorable conclusion

Elevation Changes: Dramatic elevation changes affecting distance and strategy

Scenic Climax: Best views and photo opportunities on closing holes

Championship Test: Demanding finish testing all aspects of golfer's game

Practice Facilities and Learning Center

Comprehensive Practice Complex

Driving Range: All-grass driving range with distance markers up to 320 yards

Target Greens: Multiple target areas with flags for accuracy practice

Covered Stations: Weather-protected hitting stations for year-round practice

Ball Quality: Premium range balls replaced regularly for consistent practice

Multiple Levels: Tiered hitting areas accommodating various practice preferences

Professional Oversight: PGA professionals available for instruction and guidance

Short Game Practice Areas

Chipping Green: Large chipping area with multiple pin positions and varied lies

Practice Bunkers: Multiple practice sand bunkers with different depths and textures

Putting Green: Large practice putting green matching course green speeds and conditions

Pitching Area: Dedicated area for pitching practice with various target distances

Recovery Practice: Areas simulating on-course recovery situations and challenges

Club Testing: Areas for equipment testing and club fitting evaluations

Butch Harmon Golf Academy

Academy Reputation: Home to world-renowned instructor Butch Harmon

Teaching Staff: Multiple PGA professionals and certified instructors

Lesson Options: Individual lessons, group clinics, and multi-day schools



Optimal Playing Seasons:

Maintenance Standards:

Historical Tournament Host:

Technology Integration: Video analysis and launch monitor technology

Student History: Training ground for tour professionals and amateur golfers

Curriculum Excellence: Comprehensive instruction programs for all skill levels

Course Conditions and Seasonal Considerations

Year-Round Playing Conditions

Peak Season (October-May): Ideal weather conditions with temperatures 65-85°F

Shoulder Seasons (March-April, October-November): Perfect conditions with comfortable

temperatures

Winter Season (December-February): Excellent conditions with occasional cool mornings

Summer Season (June-September): Hot conditions requiring early morning or twilight play

Rainfall Impact: Minimal rainfall impact due to desert climate and excellent drainage

Wind Considerations: Afternoon winds can affect plateau holes significantly

Course Maintenance Excellence

Daily Maintenance: Comprehensive daily course preparation and conditioning

Seasonal Programs: Overseeding, fertilization, and pest management programs

Equipment Standards: Professional-grade maintenance equipment and techniques

Staff Expertise: Experienced superintendent and maintenance staff

Environmental Stewardship: Sustainable maintenance practices protecting desert

environment

Player Feedback Integration: Ongoing improvements based on player feedback and

conditions

Tournament History and Professional Events

Major Events and Tournaments

Tiger Jam: Annual charity event hosted by Tiger Woods featuring celebrity participants

Wendy's 3-Tour Challenge: Multi-tour professional event showcasing course difficulty

Corporate Events: Regular host for corporate tournaments and golf outings

Member-Guest Tournaments: Private tournaments and charity events



Course Records and History:

Environmental Stewardship:

Advanced Irrigation Technology:

Professional Exhibitions: Various professional exhibitions and special events

Media Events: Golf media events and product launches

Tiger Woods Legacy

Course Record: Tiger Woods holds the course record with a score of 64

Training Ground: Tiger practiced extensively at Rio Secco during his peak years

Butch Harmon Connection: Tiger's former swing coach based at the facility

Professional Rounds: Multiple professional rounds played for various events

Media Coverage: Extensive media coverage due to Tiger's association with course

Inspiration: Tiger's presence inspired course design and maintenance standards

Environmental Integration and Sustainability

Desert Environment Preservation

Native Vegetation: Preservation of indigenous desert plants and wildlife habitat

Water Conservation: Advanced irrigation systems minimizing water usage

Wildlife Corridors: Maintained wildlife corridors throughout course property

Sustainable Practices: Environmentally responsible maintenance and operations

Desert Ecosystem: Integration with natural desert ecosystem and wildlife

Education Programs: Environmental education for players and community

Water Management Systems

Smart Irrigation: Computer-controlled irrigation systems optimizing water usage

Drought-Resistant Grasses: Selection of grass varieties requiring minimal water

Recycled Water: Use of recycled water where possible for irrigation needs

Native Landscaping: Extensive use of native desert landscaping requiring no irrigation

Monitoring Systems: Continuous monitoring of water usage and soil moisture levels

Conservation Incentives: Programs encouraging water conservation among players and

staff



Recent Recognition:

Historical Achievements:

Contact RECN Rio Secco Golf Club Specialists: (702) 213-5555 | info@recngroup.com |

https://recngroup.com

Awards and Industry Recognition

National and Regional Awards

Golf Digest: Ranked #15 Best Courses in Nevada (2023-2024)

Golfweek: #10 Best Courses You Can Play - Nevada

Golf Advisor: #7 Golfers' Choice Best of Nevada

America's Best: #186 Resort Golf Courses nationally

Public Access Excellence: #6 Best Public-Access Courses in region

Top 100 Golf Courses: World ranking recognition and acclaim

Opening Recognition: Golf Digest and Golf Magazine top 10 new courses (1997)

Renovation Awards: Recognition for excellence in course renovation (2017)

Architectural Awards: Rees Jones design excellence recognition

Maintenance Awards: Course conditioning and maintenance excellence

Service Awards: Recognition for outstanding customer service and experience

Environmental Awards: Sustainable golf course management practices

mailto:info@recngroup.com
https://recngroup.com/

